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that they should pay their agents and their con-
tractors.    Mr.  Sheridan conceived it  was by no
means a temporary expedient; but he foresaw that
the Bank never would be able afterwards to defraj its
outstanding' engagements in cash.    For how was it
possible they could, since they were about to issue a
greater quantity of paper, and their cash was seized
upon for the   public   service?    The  hon.   baronet
who advanced a contrary opinion, and who knew
more   about  business   than   most   gentlemen    of
equal property,  had too much good sense not to
acknowledge the error -on which it was founded.
Mr. Sheridan next reprobated the transaction as a
step to associate the bankrupt government with the
sol van t bank; a partnership, which, if the Bank
directors knew the interest of the concern under
their direction, they ought to spurn, and to force the
right honorable gentleman to withdraw his indorse-
ments from their bills.    But it was urged, the Bank
had temporary difficulties to encounter, and it be-
hoved them to adopt some mode of granting relief
to that important public body,    The house of com-
mons, however, knew nothing of this; no applica-
tion had been made for the order in council; on the
contrary,   it appeared that this  facetious council,
instead  of examining the  directors  of the Bank,
acted entirely upon the authority of the Chancellor
of the Exchequer.    Nay,  what added to his sur-
prise w$s, that not one of the Bank directors who
had seats in that house had ever come forward and
expressed an opinion upon the subject.    Some in-
formation was certainly necessary before the house
sanctioned  so   novel   and  dangerous  a   measure.
They  had  heard   of the  Bank a short time  ago
lending two millions to government; and they had
also heard of the dividends on bank stock increas-
ing.    Was it not material to be informed, there-
fore, how they had come to stop payment at a time
when their affairs seemed to be going on so pros-
perously?     Perhaps  the   directors   might  be to
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